Chord Diagram Reading -

Left Handed
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The vertical lines are the
strings. Can you see the letter
above each string? These are the
string names. Notice how there
are two E strings. The E to the
right is the low E string (lowest
pitch string), and the E to the left
is the high E string (highest pitch
string).
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We do play the strings that are
marked with an O. These are
known as open strings.
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These horizontal lines are the

frets. Can you see the number 3

and 5 to the left of the diagram?
These are fret numbers.

Here we have a combination of Xs
and Os. We don't play the E, A
and D strings. We do play the G,
B and high E strings. Strum
these strings together.

This is a split E minor chord.
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We don't play the strings that are
marked with an X.

A black dot shows us which fret and

string to put our finger on. The

number inside the dot is the finger

we need to use.

Hold your first finger on fret 1 of the

high E string and strum together
with the open G and B strings.

This is a split G7 chord.
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Place your first finger on fret 1 of
the B string and strum together with
the open G and high E strings.

This is a split C chord.

Place your first finger on fret 1 of
the B string, and your second finger
on fret 2 of the G string. Strum these

notes together with the open high E
string.

This is a split Am chord.

Try these out!
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Place your first finger on fret 2 of
the G string, your second finger on
fret 2 of the high E string, and your
third finger on fret 3 of the B string.

Strum these notes together with the

open high D string.

This is a D chord.

The letter above each of these chord diagrams indicates the chord being
played. This is how chord names are usually labelled on chord diagrams.
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